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Colossians 1:3-7
Thanksgiving and Prayer
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 
the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the 
truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 
also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you 
learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He 
is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has 
made known to us your love in the Spirit.



• Colossae was about 100 miles east of Ephesus, in 
the Lycus River valley near Laodicea and 
Hierapolis in Asia Minor (Turkey).



Overview

• Colossians is one of the 
apostle Paul’s “prison 
epistles.”  Along with 
Ephesians, Philippians, 
and Philemon, it was 
written about A.D. 60-62 
during Paul’s first 
imprisonment in Rome, 
recorded in Acts 28. 

• Though he had never 
visited the church, he had 
heard about them through 
his protégé Epaphras.

• What Paul heard gives us a 
clue to three things that 
happen to someone when 
they accept Christ.



• Paul opens his letter to the 
Colossians by thanking God for what 
their Gospel is doing in their lives.

• Paul also said that same Gospel was 
bearing fruit in all the world, so 
whatever it was doing in their lives, it 
will do in ours!



What happens when the Gospel 
comes to you?



3 Εὐχαριστοῦμεν τῷ θεῷ πατρὶ τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ
Χριστοῦ πάντοτε περὶ ὑμῶν προσευχόμενοι, 4
ἀκούσαντες τὴν πίστιν ὑμῶν ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ καὶ τὴν
ἀγάπην ἣν ἔχετε εἰς πάντας τοὺς ἁγίους 5 διὰ τὴν
ἐλπίδα τὴν ἀποκειμένην ὑμῖν ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς, ἣν
προηκούσατε ἐν τῷ λόγῳ τῆς ἀληθείας τοῦ εὐαγγελίου
6 τοῦ παρόντος εἰς ὑμᾶς, καθὼς καὶ ἐν παντὶ τῷ κόσμῳ
ἐστὶν καρποφορούμενον καὶ αὐξανόμενον καθὼς καὶ ἐν
ὑμῖν, ἀφʼ ἧς ἡμέρας ἠκούσατε καὶ ἐπέγνωτε τὴν χάριν 
τοῦ θεοῦ ἐν ἀληθείᾳ· 7 καθὼς ἐμάθετε ἀπὸ Ἐπαφρᾶ
τοῦ ἀγαπητοῦ συνδούλου ἡμῶν, ὅς ἐστιν πιστὸς ὑπὲρ
ὑμῶν διάκονος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, 8 ὁ καὶ δηλώσας ἡμῖν τὴν
ὑμῶν ἀγάπην ἐν πνεύματι. 

• In the ESV, Verses 3-8 are translated as three English sentences.
• In the Greek NT they form a single 102-word sentence.



1. The Gospel brings us to a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ.

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of 
the hope laid up for you in heaven.



• We are saved by our faith in Christ.
Ephesians 2:8

For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.



• We also live by faith.
Romans 1:17

17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God 
is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 

• Faith views everything in life in relation 
to God.



Their faith, love, and hope come from the 
Gospel, which bears fruit and increases.



• Dallas Willard gives a 
wonderful definition of 
faith:  “To believe 
something is to act as if 
it were so.”

• The challenge of the 
Christian life is not 
getting people to do
what they believe.

• It’s getting them to 
really believe what they 
say they believe.



If you believed that this building 
was on fire, no one would have 
to persuade or pressure you 
into getting out.



In the rest of Colossians, Paul will 
give their faith plenty to do.





2. The Gospel gives us a love that looks 
outward to others.

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of 
the hope laid up for you in heaven.



• Love is listed as the first fruit of the 
Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness and self-control.



• Jesus said that our love for one another 
was the true mark of our being his 
followers.

John 13:34-35
34 “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. 35 By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.”



And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the Law?”
—Matthew 22:35-36



Matthew 22:37-40
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This 
is the great and first commandment. 39 And 
a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and 
the Prophets.”



3. The Gospel reorients all of life to a hope 
that is laid up heaven.

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of 
the hope laid up for you in heaven.



• The Christian hope not just a vague 
wish, but a confident expectation.

• The assurance of forgiveness and 
salvation.

• The fact of an eternal life.
• Becoming full partakers of the divine 

nature and life of Christ. 





1 John 3:1–2

“See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. . . . 2 Beloved, we are 
God’s children now, and what we will be 
has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.”



“It is a serious thing to live in a 
society of possible gods and 
goddesses, to remember that 
the dullest most uninteresting 
person you can talk to may one 
day be a creature which, if you 
saw it now, you would be 
strongly tempted to worship, 
or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now 
meet, if at all, only in a 
nightmare. . . . There are no 
ordinary people. You have 
never talked to a mere mortal.”

—C.S. Lewis
The Weight of Glory



• There is a sense in which the hope laid 
up for us in heaven is already at work in 
the lives of believers.

• God’s immeasurable power works in the 
present life of the believer from our 
conversion until we reach our final 
perfected state.



Colossians 3:1-4

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds 
on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is 
your life appears, then you also will appear with 
him in glory.



• Your real life is now hidden with Christ in God?
• So, where is that?
• Colossians 3 says Christ is “above”—in heaven.
• A parallel passage in Ephesians says that after 

God raised Christ from the dead, he  “seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21

far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet . 
. .

—Ephesians 1:19-22



“Under his feet”
• In ancient times, the foot 

represented the power 
exercised by a person.

• A subject addressed himself 
to the feet of the mighty or 
the superior.

• A conquering king placed his 
foot on the neck of his 
defeated enemy.

• God has exalted Christ and 
placed all power in him, 
placing the whole created 
universe, including enemies, 
in subjection to him.



The next time you  feel 
overwhelmed by anything, 

remember:
Whatever is over your head

is under his feet!



Ephesians 2:4–7 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming 
ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 



Where I 
live and 
where I 

work are 
real places.



But there is 
some deep and 
real way that I 
am also here:
“seated with 
him in the 
heavenly 
places.”



Application

• Do people thank God for you?
Colossians 1:3

3 We always thank God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you . 
. . 



• Do you have the kind of faith, hope, 
and love that people will talk about?

Colossians 1:4
. . . we have heard of your faith . . . love . . . 
hope . . .



• Paul had never met the Colossian 
Christians (2:1).

• And when he writes this letter, he’s in 
Rome, a thousand miles from Colossae.

• So how did he know about their faith, 
love and hope?

• It was worth talking about.



• Is the Gospel bearing fruit in your 
life? 

Colossians 1:6
All over the world this gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing, just as it has been 
doing among you since the day you 
heard it and understood God’s grace in 
all its truth.

• Does your faith in Christ make a 
difference?



When you accept the Gospel, you 
receive a saving faith in Jesus Christ, a 
love that looks outward to others, and 
the complete reorientation of your life 
to a hope that is laid up in heaven.



• Remember Dallas 
Willard’s definition 
of faith:  “To believe 
something is to act 
as if it were so.”

• The challenge of the 
Christian life is really
believing what you 
say you believe.
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