
Don’t Be Fooled—
Joshua and the Gibeonites







but did not ask counsel from the 
LORD



trick

treaty

far 
country

old garments old 
baggage

old, moldy 
bread



heard all 
about the God of Israel



Hivites
middle of Canaan seven 

miles north of Jerusalem

make 
no covenant with them and show no 
mercy to them



completely taken 
in

plausible 
story
appearance

covenant treaty 



You can do what you think is best or 
inquire of the Lord, but inquiring of the 
Lord is always the better choice.



1. You can do what you think is best or 
inquire of the Lord, but inquiring of the 
Lord is always the better choice .

but did not ask counsel 
from the LORD



should have known 
better

“he shall stand before 
Eleazar the priest, who shall 
inquire for him . . . before the 
Lord”



Tabernacle
Eleazer the High

Priest

Stay in the tent!



Bad decisions have consequences

Make a bad enough decision and 3,000 years later 
people will make Medieval tapestries depicting 
what an idiot you were.
[“Gibeonites Trick Joshua,” Pieter 
Coeck va Aelst tapestry, 1544]



available but ignored

they were alone in their 
decision

pray



2. All of us are easily deceived.  



isn’t



spiritual  blindness

spiritual  blindness



warns
being

deceived

Do not be 
deceived 

Do not be deceived

Do not be deceived



God’s 
spirit counsel of 
God’s Word



3. The remedy for being deceived is 
to lean upon God’s wisdom rather 
than your own understanding.

There is no excuse for a Christian’s being deceived
by appearances, or left in ignorance concerning God’s 
will.

God still guides those who abide in his word and 
seek his wisdom in prayer.



Psalm 119:105
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.

James 1:5
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, 
who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him.



Application



three conditions

believe 
what God says do 
what he commands



renouncing

never doubting 
God’s word
or thinking  that 
you know better



God’s kingdom come
his will be done
every square inch of your 

life



Don’t be fooled!
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